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The Book Club will be meeting on Monday, November 7 at 4:30 pm in the 

church library.  They will be discussing the book òHalf the Sky: Turning Op-

pression into Opportunity for Women World Wideó, by Nicholas Kristof & 

Sheryl WuDunn.  All are invited to join us for our discussion. 

December Spirit Alive is 

due in the church office by 

November 15! 

The church is looking for 

people who can provide 

rides to church to those 

in need.  If you can help, 

call the church office. 



Spirit Alive 

November 2011 
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A Note From Your Pastor . . . 
 

One of the most moving experiences Iõve had in this congregation is the Thanksgiving 

Food Drive. It is the Sunday morning when the youth in our church come forward carry-

ing sacks of groceries and place them around the altar in the chancel.  When we bring 

our gifts of food to worship on this morning, it is our tradition to leave them outside the 

sanctuary.  Then during worship, the youth bring them forward in a seemingly endless 

procession.  The entire chancel area is filled to overflowing and the presence of God is 

made visible to each one of us in the bearing and presentation of these gifts.  In praise 

and deep gratitude to God who provides for us abundantly, we ask God to make these 

gifts be a blessing to those who will receive them. 

 

This is a sacred moment during our worship together.  We realize that our own hearts 

have been filled with the Holy Spirit and we are once again reminded of Jesusõ words, 

òTruly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 

family, you did it to me.ó 

 

In his book, òFive Practices of Fruitful Congregationsó, Robert Schnase describes mission 

and service as òprojects, efforts, and work people do to make a positive difference in the 

lives of others for the purposes of Christ, whether or not they will ever be part of the 

community of faith.ó It is his belief that òsuch basic and ordinary service is the lifeblood 

that gives the congregation strength.ó  In mission and service we are bound together as 

the body of Christ. When we serve others in Christõs name, we are serving Christ. 

 

Please take the time to offer a prayer of thanksgiving to God who has called us into be-

ing, to God who has called us by name, and to God who blesses us abundantly.  Also, I 

encourage you to offer a prayer for Godõs children who will be fed by Christ through 

these gifts, making a positive difference in their lives, too. 

 

Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

youé; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 

you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 

you visited me...Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me.  

                                                                       (Matthew 25:34 -35, 40)  

 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Deb 

 

 

P.S. All gifts of food will be donated to We Care of Grundy County.  



Our Annual Turkey Supper 

will be Friday, November 

4 with settings at 5, 6 & 7 

pm.  Carry-outs available 

from 4:30ñ6:30 pm.  

Adult tickets will be 

$10.50 and children under 

12 will be $5.50.  If you are shut-in and would a 

meal delivered to you, call the church office. 

Hospitalized  
 Lila Dite  William Earling 

 

The beginning of life eternal . . .  
 Remember the following in your prayers . . .  

 ~ Mark & Sara Conley and family on the death of his grandfather, James Zumbahlen. 

 ~ Steve & Cindy Higgins and family on the passing of her father, Gene White. 

 

New Members . . .  
 Tony* & Terri Baranski   James & Jasmin Zelinko 

 Brandon*, Taylor*, Anna*    Chloe* & Robert* Osborn  

 2915 Lynn Rd.     1985 Mountain Rd. 

 Morris, IL  60450     Morris, IL  60450  

 815-941-2329     815-513-5594 

Thank you to Kori Beck for sharing her experience in Haiti during our Childrenõs Sabbath worship 

services on October 8 & 9.  Our special offering received $725 for Camp Klodin. 

 

Thanks to all our friends for the love and support following my motherõs passing.  The calls, cards, 

hugs and kind words were very much appreciated.  May God bless you all. 

 Jim & Mary Jo Schuster 

 

I want to say a big òThank Youó to the entire church family for cards, flowers and phone calls to me during my knee 

surgery.  The surgery wasnõt badñitõs the physical therapy that is for the pits! 

 Lois Snyder 

 

Thank you for visits and prayers while I was in the hospital. 

 Lila Dite 

 

Thank you so much for the lovely flowers, notes and all of the prayers that you continue to give.  They are all very 

much appreciated. 

 Virginia Splain 

Bell Ringing for We Care /  

Salvation Army 

 

Once again this year our church will be ringing bells for the Sal-

vation Army which in turn will benefit We Care.  We will be 

ringing on Monday evenings from 4:00 ñ8:00 pm on Nov. 28, 

Dec. 5, Dec. 12, and Dec. 19.  The kettles will be at the 2 doors 

at Wal-mart.  Sign-up sheets will be on the bulletin board. 

òMake a Joyful Noiseó 

 

Northern Illinois ñAurora District Combined Choir 

 

December 4th at 3:00 pm  

 

Rialto Theater-102 N. Chicago St., Joliet 

 

$10 / person admissionñfree parking 



November Birthdays 
1 Warren Wols 
2 Margaret Bednarik 
      Lucille Gunnerson 
3 Bruce Helgeson 
      Chad McClintock 
       Mary Messing 
       Anna Neal 
4 Ann Wright 
5 Deana Packley 
      David Sampson 
      Matthew Smith 
      Jaidyn Wallace 
6 Denise Gaska 
      Cole Thompson 
7 Stephanie Enervold 
      Jane Murphy 
      Marion Sorensen 
      Alyssa Yard 
10 Mark Smith 
11 Anna Baranski 
      Brianna Brehm 
      Abigail Call 
      Terri Olson 
12 Dorothy Enrietta 
      Noah Miller 
      Maria Turas 

16 Kirk Ripsch 
      Paula Steffen 
      Thomas Wilkinson 
17 Adam Borger 
      Stephen Butler 
      Janelle Gaska 
      Scott Olson 
      Debra Tempel 
18 Lauren Altiery 
      Barbara Chandler 
19 Heather Dite 
20 Adam Berry 
      Brian Trusheim 
21 Allen Kief 
      Anthony Sellese 
      Bradley Thacker 
22 Michael Call 
      Melinda Carson 
      Cade Connor 
      Susan Harper 
      Heather Nadess 
      Sophie Tambling 
23 Robert Bates 
      Esther Chamberlain 
      Jacob Gregory 
      David Ostrander 

24 Sandra MacAdams 
      Katrina Miller 
      Linda Olson 
25 Bonnie Carlson 
26 Patti Welsh 
27 Duke Ehrler 
      Randy Murphy 
28 Jane Hackett 
29 Justin Gordon 
       Dave Williams 
30 Amy Delgado 
      Andy Larson 

Word from Finance  
 

As we have been all year, our church continues to be in excellent financial condition thanks to the continuing 

generosity of our members.  We are current with all of our bills including our apportionments, which is something 

that many churches would not be able to say. 

We would remind those that made a pledge for the Muffler house mortgage that we still have a year to go 

before the mortgage is paid off so it remains important for us to continue to receive those pledges so that we can cele-

brate next fall with a mortgage burning ceremony. 

 As another reminder, the annual Stewardship campaign has been moved until March as it has been the last few 

years. 

As a contrast to our excellent financial condition, Cindy and I attend a small country Methodist church when 

weõre in Maine.  Finances are so tight for them that they can only afford a Ĳ time pastor and they shut down the 

sanctuary during the winter months.  They hold their services in their version of Fellowship Hall because they canõt 

afford to heat the sanctuary.  Count our blessings for they are many. 

Mark Fahey 

Finance Committee  



Please check your sched-

ules for Thursday, De-

cember 23.  FUMC is 

serving St. Vincentõs Ta-

ble that evening.  All 

donations of food and 

service are welcome.  Contact Millie Dyer for 

more information (815 -942-5068).  A signup 

sheet will be on the bulletin board at the begin-

ning of December. 

FUMC Bell Choir Update 

 

Our bell choir continues to 

practice on Wednesday 

evenings from 5ñ6 pm.  If 

you have an interest in 

playing bells with us, please 

join us on Wednesdays or 

inquire to Millie Dyer (815 -942-5068).  We always 

need more people.  We are playing Christmas music 

and favorite hymns.  All are welcome! 

Mark your calendars now!  Deck the Halls is 

scheduled for Friday, December 2.  The pot-

luck will begin at 6 pm with crafts and fel-

lowship to follow.  Please bring your family, 

a friend and a dish to pass for this fun filled 

evening.  The meat, table service and drinks 

will be provided.  Watch for a sign -up on the 

bulletin board.  

A great big thank you to everyone 

who helped with the rummage 

sale.  We raised over $3300 for 

missions.  Thanks to those who 

sorted, folded, priced the treasures 

and checked the electrical items.  As usual, the food that 

was provided was delicious and the fellowship was 

great!  Also, thanks to those who loaded the truck on 

Friday morning.  Not only was the truck early, but we 

had it loaded in 20 minutes!  

UMW Circle News 
 

     ~ Executive Board is Tuesday, November 1 at 6:30 pm at the church  

     ~ Wednesday Circle is Wednesday, November 16 at 12:30 pm at Letty Maeõs Tea Room 

     ~ Martha Circle is Thursday, November 17 at 9:00 am at the church 

     ~ Godõs Girls is Thursday, November 17 at 7:00 pm at the church 

     ~ Rebekah Circle is Thursday, November 17 at 7:30 pm at Saratoga Towers 

     ~ Monday Circle is Monday, November 21 at 12:30 pm at the church  

 

Thank Offering Services will be November 12 & 13. 

Music Notes 

 

ITõS NOT TOO LATE ð Yes, Cantata rehearsals have begun 10/26/2011, but itõs not too late to join in the fun.  We 

have only reviewed the new Cantata; our first actual rehearsal will be November 2
nd

 @ 7pm in the Sanctuary.  This 

is going to be a fun one.  We have some great music to learn so to all you òcloset singersó, and I know youõre out 

there, join in the fun as we prepare our Christmas Cantata, òNight of the Fatherõs Loveó.  Give me or the office a 

call f you have any questions.  The cantata will be presented December 17
th
 and 18

th
.  Hope to see you there. 

 Mary A MacAdams, FUMC Chancel Choir Director 

 (815)258-3838 



      November 4   Help with Turkey Supper 

 

     November 6     Gathering  4:30ñ6:00 pm  

    At the Church 

 

          November 20         Gathering      4:30ñ6:00 pm  

            At the Church 

     November 6   Evening Gathering  7:00ñ8:30 pm  

           At the Church 

 

     November 20       Pack the Pew  9:00 am 

        During Church Service 

 

     November 20       Just for Fun  TBA 

          Rock Climbing & Portilloõs 

The Education Vision team would like to express their thanks to the sixth and seventh 

grade confirmation class for their work in raising money to provide Bibles to the 

youth of our church.   This year 9 sixth, seventh and eighth grade students and 29 kin-

dergarten through fifth grade students have received Bibles.  What a wonderful mis-

sion project! 

  

We had 16 sixth, seventh and eighth graders at our Confirmation Retreat on the weekend of Oct. 7-9 at Camp 

Reynoldswood.   Our theme was becoming a community of Godõs people as we journeyed in the wilderness.  

We participated in the teams course and had lots of fun around the campfire and mountain boarding!  Upon our 

return we lead the Sunday worship with our òGolden iPodó (i.e. The Golden Calf) drama.  Thank you to our 

adult leaders, Jen Jacobs, Colin Monk and Rick Gaska. 

  

United Methodism 101 is our newest drop-in Adult Sunday School class. Pastor Scott is leading the six-week class 

about the History, Beliefs, Organization, and Ministries of our classrooms. 

  

Beginning November 27th we will start a 4 week Advent study entitled "Outside the Box:  The Gift that Cannot 

Be Contained".  This study will be the basis for the worship and sermons during Advent.  It will be used by sev-

eral Sunday school classes and small groups in our church. 

 

Sunday, November 13, the Nitty Gritty Band and Praise Singers will share their favorite songs and faith stories 

with the Confirmation Class. 



Collecting box tops 

for District 54 dur-

ing the month of 

September was a 

great success with a 

total collection 

amount of about $100. For the month 

of November, please help us by drop-

ping off bags of hard candy to send to 

our military troops overseas. Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

P.A.D.S. Grundy County Homeless Shelter Program 

 

 Our 4
th
 year of PADS is well under way.  Tom & Lorna Hardman are doing a great job joining me as Site 

Coordinators.  First United Methodist Church has more than 40 volunteers from our church and the community 

signed up for one 4 hour shift a month for the 6 months PADS is open.   

 As in past years, these volunteers are also asked to staff two ò5th Tuesdaysó.  This year they are Novem-

ber 29
th
 and January 31

st
.   

 This year though, PADS is starting with only 6 nights covered by churches and their volunteers; Sunday 

night is not a covered night.  Peace Lutheran Church is the Monday night PADS shelter and they have agreed to 

allow their church to also be used Sunday night.  The PADS Board members were asked to sponsor two Sunday 

nights ð to provide the necessary volunteers and evening meal.  Our church is sponsoring Sunday December 4
th
 

and Sunday March 11
th
.  

 In the next few weeks we will be asking our PADS substitutes and volunteers to please help staff the shifts 

for these two Sundays as well as the two ò5
th
 Tuesdaysó.  Pam Butler will also be asking for evening meals for 

those 4 nights. 

 Last year the PADS program provided a total of 55 guests with a warm meal and place to stay for the 

night.  We, the First United Methodist Church, are an integral part of this caring ministry.  Thanks to all who 

help to make this possible. 

 Paul Sprole 

The Birthday Book  
 
Everyone loves to be 
remembered on their 
birthday! The Fellow-
ship Committee has 
put together a Birth-

day Book listing by month birthdays of church 
members. So we have made it easier for all of you 
to extend those birthday wishes to others. In No-
vember and December a special Birthday Book will 
be available in the narthex before and after wor-
ship. If you would like to have one, all we ask is a 
donation to our churchõs Family Assistance Fund.  
 Diane Sprole  
 Fellowship Team  

Sunday 

November 13 

 

You are encouraged to 

join in the community 

Hunger Walk which will 

be Sunday, November 

13 beginning at 1PM at Gebhard Woods. This walk 

along the towpath is sponsored by Immaculate 

Conception School and it benefits our local food 

pantries ðWe Care, Park Street Congregational in 

Mazon and Immaculate Conception. Sponsor sheets 

will be available by the mailboxes outside our 

church office or else from Diane Sprole (942-6750 

or dsprole@comcast.net) Hope to see you on the 

towpath!  

 Diane Sprole 

Tuesday 

 

November 22  

 

7:00 pm  

 

Immaculate Conception  

Church 

mailto:dsprole@comcast.net

