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February 

Spirit  

Alive is due  

in the church  

office by 

January 20! 

Church Volleyball League begins January 

11.  If you are interested in playing for 

our church team please sign up on the 

bulletin board. 

The book club will be meeting on 

Monday, February 7th at 4:30 pm at 

the church.  We will be discussing the 

book “This Child Will Be Great: 

Memoir of a remarkable love by Af-

rica‟s first woman president, Ellen 

Johnson Sirleaf—Africa‟s „Iron Lady‟”.  

All are invited to join the discussion. 

The FUMC Hand Bell 

Choir begins practice 

January 5.  All inter-

ested people join us 

in Fellowship Hall at 

5:00 pm. 

 Millie Dyer 

       Director 
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A Note From Your Pastor . . . 
 

Dear Friends: 

 

Christian Schwarz has surveyed and studied thousands of churches all over the world.  

From his research he has discovered eight areas in which all vital, growing churches suc-

ceed.  This discovery led him to publish the book Natural Church Development which 

describes these eight areas and shows how churches can measure their effectiveness in 

each of these areas. 

 

He has written a companion book on the subject of Spiritual Gifts which is entitled The 3 

Colors of Ministry. This book is the basis of a sermon series which Pastor Deb and I will 

be preaching for the first six weeks of 2011. 

 

The premise is that we can look at life/faith/theology in three ways.  He has given each of 

these three areas a color: Green, Red and Blue.  The three colors correspond to the three 

persons of the Trinity:  God the Father/Creator (green for creation), God the Son/

Redeemer (red for Christ‟s blood), and God the Holy Spirit (blue for the wind/spirit).  

The three areas can also be described as Wisdom (green), Commitment (red), and Power 

(blue). 

 

While each of us have aspects of all three areas in our life through our beliefs, experi-

ences, and preferences, most of us tend to have one or two dominant “colors.”  We will 

be providing a simple “quiz” to see WHAT COLOR CHRISTIAN YOU ARE. 

 

During the sermon series we will be looking at six characters from the Bible who exhibit 

these different characteristics: 

   Thomas, the Skeptical Believer (green) 

   Martha, the Controlling Believer (red) 

   Mary (the sister of Martha), the Spiritualizing Believer (blue) 

   Moses, the Burned Out Believer (green & red) 

   Peter, the Fanatical Believer (red & blue) 

   Jonah, the Detached Believer (blue & green) 

 

We invite you to come and see which of these believers you are most like, who your 

spouse and/or friends are like, and how we can learn from and work with those who are 

a different color than ourselves. 

 

I think that this will be a fun way to celebrate the unique gifts that God has given to each 

of us and the different ways that we look at life, faith, and God. 

 

I encourage you to join us for this series of sermons and worship services.  We will be 

doing this series at both the Saturday (6pm) and Sunday (9am) worship services. 

 

As we enter this new year let us give thanks for the gifts God has given to each of us, and 

celebrate our coming together to use our gifts as part of the one Body of Christ. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Scott 



UMW Circle News 

~ Executive Board: Tuesday, January 4, at 6:30 pm at the church 

~ Monday Circle: Monday, January 17 at 12:30 pm at the church 

~ Wednesday Circle: Wednesday, January 19 at 12:30 pm at Turtle‟s 

~ Martha Circle: Thursday, January 20 at 9:00 am at the church 

~ God‟s Girls: Thursday, January 20 at 7:00 pm at the church 

~ Rebekah Circle: Thursday, January 20 at Charlotte Farrell‟s 

Hospitalized 
 William Osmanson  Anne Barr  Judy Claypool  Amy Doyle 

 Marian Sorensen  Bob Olson 

 

The beginning of life in faith . . . 
 Being baptized this past month was Luke Robert Darlington, son of John and Marissa Darlington. 

 

The beginning of life eternal . . . 
 Remember the following in your prayers . . . 

 ~ Jeff & Terri Wilson and family on the death of his father, James “Leroy” Wilson. 

 ~ Rich & Lori Woodard and family on the passing of his mother, Sharon Woodard. 

Dear Friends at First United Methodist Church, 

 Thank you for coordinating a food drive and donating the food to We Care of Grundy 

County.  Your timely donation really helped with the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 Your continued support allows us to alleviate some of the burden on our low-income 

families in Grundy County.  In 2004, We Care served 448 families from our food pantries.  In 

2009 that number skyrocketed to 2,451 families and is still on the rise in 2010.  That represents a 

439% increase in the need for food from our pantries in the last 5 years.  Thank you for helping 

us continue to meet those needs. 

 Denise Gaska, Executive Director 

 

I would personally like to thank all FUMC people who helped in preparing and serving St. Vincent‟s Table during 

2010.  All of your efforts and contributions are greatly appreciated. 

 Millie Dyer 

 

What a great Craft Bazaar and Bake Sale!  We raised $1,261.  The UMW would like to thank all who made our sale a 

success again this year.  Due to the overwhelming generosity, we were able to fulfill our mission goals. 

 Sue Hall 

The Preschool is proud to share that the little students of our school donated 

over 100 boxes of Mac & Cheese and nearly over half that in chicken noodle 

soup to We Care of Grundy County!  Our students also loaded down a Christ-

mas tree with hats and mittens for the Marcy Newberry outreach program in 

Chicago.  The families of the students were treated to each class‟s Christmas 

program with a cookie reception that followed.  The Board of Directors and 

staff of the Preschool would like to wish the church family a Happy and 

Healthy New Year! 





 January Birthdays 
1 Jeff VanPelt 
3 Samantha Connery 
      Laura Lyle 
      Cynthia Tallman 
4 Christian Delgado 
      Cassandra Jones 
      Cody Weist 
5 Monica Brehm 
      MacKenzie Messina 
7 Nancy Enervold 
      Candace Larson 
9 Hannah Carson 
      Lila Dite 
      Amy Doyle 
      Laura Jager 
      Riley Krueger 
      Michael Perry 
11 James Bumgarner 
      Tim Kindelspire 
13 Lloyd Jones 
      Ron McDaniel 
14 Gene Gang 
      Terry Steinbach 
      Laurie Wantland 
15 Mary MacAdams 

16 Tiffany Welsh 
17 James Hausman 
      Sydney Larson 
      Nathanael Sampson 
18 Stephen Gordon 
      Joyrene Hartshorn 
      Kurt Maubach 
19 Thomas Connor 
      David Dix 
      Jessica Frederick 
20 Jessica Murphy 
      Brett Sager 
      Ryan Sprole 
21 William Burns 
      Jacob Carter 
      Nathan Diaz 
      William Ringer 
22 Sandra Wols 
      Tony Xydakis 
23 Margaret Bates 
      Mark Conley 
      Gwendolyn Johnson 
      Carol Martin 
24 Jennifer Higgins 
      Mark Trusheim 

25 Ryan Wilkinson 
26 Madonna Anderson 
      Kaitlyn Ehrler 
27 Stephanie Olson 
      Mary Turk 
28 Katie Dix 
      Shirley Moore 
29 Renee Garmon 
      Douglas Sklut 
30 Mark Fahey 
      Melvin Fight 
      Michelle Murphy 
      Douglas Read 
      Nell West 
31 Zoe Merrick 
      Modest Sjostrom 
      Marie Taylor 

 January 9  7:00—8:30 pm  At the Church 

           Evening Gathering 

 

            January 16  Time: TBA   Just for Fun 

           Ski Trip  

 

January 23   9:00 am   Come to Church 

          Pack the Pew 

 

January 23   7:00—9:00 pm  Training Session #1 

   Mission Night 


