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A Note From Your Pastor . . .

Dear Friends:

ADVENT is the time to prepare ourselves for the celebration of Christmas. For
four weeks leading up to Christmas Day we are asked to watch and wait for the coming
of Emmanuel, God with us. However, these days Advent is far from a time of quiet
contemplation. There is so much to be done, and so little time to do it. Often times we
just put ourselves on “auto-pilot” going from one thing to the next the way we’ve done
it for the past several years. Family and personal traditions get so ingrained in our be-
havior that sometimes we have forgotten the reasons we do the things we do.

This Advent season we will be using a church-wide study entitled: Outside the
Box: The Gift that Can’t Be Contained. The study will focus on the Advent lessons from
the Common Lectionary. We will use its themes in our worship and preaching, as well
as in most of our adult and youth Sunday School classes and weekly small group study
classes.

As its name implies, QOutside the Box will cause us to think about the Christmas
event in a different way. We will be reminded that for those who were part of the ac-
tual Christmas story: Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, Wise Men, Innkeeper, etc. the things
which happened were certainly not expected.

What can we do this year to look for God to work in new and unexpected
ways? (Or are we willing to just settle for the same old things and the Christmas that we
have always known?)

During the Advent season | invite you to take time to slow down, watch and
wait to see what God will do next. Our church has several activities planned to help us
prepare: Deck the Halls, Blue Christmas Worship Service, Sing We Now of Christmas,
Sunday School Christmas Program, Choir Cantata, etc.

| hope that you can attend our Advent worship services on Saturday evenings or
Sunday mornings, and that you are a part of one of the groups studying Outside the
Box. If you are not currently part of one of our study groups, | invite you to be a part of
a group which | will be leading during the Sunday School hour (10:30am). We meet in
Room 103, right next to Fellowship Hall.

Choir

May we all use this season of Advent as a time not just to prepare our homes,
but to prepare our hearts and spirits, so that we can truly celebrate the gift of Emmanuel
(the gift that can’t be contained) in the way that God intends of us.

Peace,
Pastor Scott



News of the fTlodck

The beginning of life . . .
We celebrate with Molly & Danny Hoffman on the birth of their daughter, Olivia Ann. Grandparents are

Greg & Kathie Stewart.

The beginning of life eternal . . .
Remember the following as they deal with the loss of a loved one:

~ The family of Mary Turk.

' Congratulations to Jim and Lynn Hall on receiving the UMW Special
01\-% ® Recognition Award for 2011. They received this award for all of the
\‘ t\ hard work and participation they do for our church. Some of the
&‘u things they have done—Peace Garden and yard work, Membership
‘ Care Team first-time visitor deliveries, ushering, reading liturgy, sending cards
c@n to our homebound & nursing home residents, choir members, member of Trustee
Committee. Thanks for all your hard work Jim and Lynn. The church appreciates all of it.

Do you want to have fun and learn how to play a new musical instrument? Join

B@]ﬂ]ﬂ (:][hﬂ@]ﬂ]ﬂw FUMC Hand Bells. There are openings in this choir for more members. We practice
Wednesday nights from 5—6 pm and perform during the Sunday service once a month.

Q¢

The Hand Bell group played at the Grundy County Historical Museum Saturday, No-
" vember 26. The group is also performing at the Musical Christmas Card Friday, Decem-

ber 9 at the First Presbyterian Church at 7 pm.
For more information, contact Millie Dyer, 815-942-5068.

The Birthday Book

. First United Method- ' ,ﬁ Everyone loves to be remem-
.St. Vincent'’s ist Church friends are E bered on their birthday! The
bl serving the St. Vin- Ty B BLSSSINGS Fellowship Committee has put
' cent’s Table meal on w ON QOUR together a Birthday Book list-
&, Thursday, December (,‘_s =B 3IRTHMDAY ing by month birthdays of
# 22 at the First Pres- church members. So we have
byterian Church made it easier for all of you to extend those birthday

wishes to others. The Birthday Book will be available in

from 5-6 pm. There is a sign up sheet located
the narthex before and after worship. If you would like

on the bulletin board for volunteers who wish

to help with this meal. All help is appreciated. to have one, all we ask is a donation to our church’s
If there are questions, please call Millie at 815- Family Assistance Fund.
942-5068. Diane Sprole

Fellowship Team

Thank you to my church family for your prayers and support during my son’s surgery and recovery.
Betty Duvall
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Word from Finance

$)

As we approach the end of another year we thank God and the stewardship of the people who support the church.
Our finances have met the budgeted expectations. If all outstanding pledges are made we will be able to payoff our
Muffler property loan on time in September of 2012.
Tom Hardman

Finance Committee

the two meeting rooms/classrooms downstairs.

Trustees

| was walking around inside the church the other day, thinking back to just a couple of years
s ago and how things looked then compared to now. There are so many changes — and since no
one asked me to make a list, I'm just going by memory! And now that I'm in my sixth decade
ChllI'Ch of life, my memory is fair at best! Anyway, walking around | see the great classrooms on the
third floor, the pictures in the hallway and the bathroom that will be improved this winter. 1
see new carpet in many classrooms and in the hallway outside the sanctuary.

| see new paint and improvements in

| see the new tile in the east entrance and outside the church office.

Did you know that this tile now has a new skid-proof finish on it to help prevent us from slipping this winter season?
We now have a new cement apron, two new doors and paint on the storage garage. And | almost forgot the new

parking lot, cement and new canopy at the main entrance.

ing thanks to your support. | can’t wait to see what items will be addressed in the future.

the Trustees at our church! Thanks for listening........ Paul Sprole
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Janelle Brehm
Stephanie Messina
Christy Lamaze
Dona Hunt

Peggy Lovelady
Todd Beck
Maynard Hawkins
Michelle Karras
Nicole Koren

Cory Hall

Pat Helgeson
Marilyn Lestina
Chris Benson-Larson
Cole Miskell

Trena Magers
John Peacock
Tyler Yard

Julie Connor

Jeff Dinelli
Jennifer Trusheim
Nicholas Koren
Sharon Lear
Kristina Thompson

18 Justin Edge
Eleanor Hacker
Justin McTague
Jerry Olson
John Staehling
Jamie Thomas

19 Bill Caisley
Bob Trotter
Missie Wright

20 Shane Dare
Michael Enervold
Robert Frey
Chad Larson
Joyce Redford

21 Mary Halterman

22 Christy Close

24 Marty Anderson
Carole Baudino
Rhonda Burns
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December Birthdays

14 Lola Pine 24 Cody Chandler
Lois Tedford Mel Thompson

15 Chloe Lamaze 25 Bob Hutchings
Jeff Smith 26 Mark Olson

27 John Frederick
Colby Kingsbury
28 Steve Neuwirth
29 Matthew Neal
Lorraine Tyrrell
30 Tim Brown
Leroy Claypool
Tyler Spiezio
Dennis Thorkelson
31 Sophie Gaska
Leslie Roberts
Jacob Watson

ﬁ’m‘ﬁ/ﬂ 5
C’e/eémz‘e@

’_\-S

We are able to make improvements to our church build-
| do enjoy being a part of
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UMW Circle News

~ Executive Board is Tuesday, December 6 at 6:30 pm at the church

~ God’s Girls is Friday, December 9 at 6:30 pm at Carol Gill's home.

~ Martha Circle is Thursday, December 15 at 9:00 am at the church

~ Rebekah Circle is Thursday, December 15 at 7:30 pm at Verna Ripsch’s home

~ Monday Circle is Monday, December 19 at 12:30 pm at the church

~ Wednesday Circle is Wednesday, December 21 at 12:30 pm at Letty Mae’s Tea Room

UMW Craft Bazaar & Bake Sale will be after worship services on December 3 & 4 in Fellowship Hall.
Come and do your Christmas shopping and support UMW Missions.

UMW Advent Event will be Friday, December 9 at noon at the church. All are welcome!
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through Dec 24th. Payment must be included with your order and received in the church
office by Dec. 9th. Please fill out this order exactly as you want it printed in the bulletin.
You may pick up your poinsettia after the 9 pm worship service on Christmas Eve, after 9
am worship on Dec. 25 or during the next week.

| wish to order a poinsettia for the altar during the Christmas season.

in memory of:

-OR -
in celebration of:

given by:

NAME
PHONE
AMOUNT ENCLOSED : $
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December 4 Adopt a Family Planning
Joint with Confirmation Classes

10:30 am

10:30 am

O h
EEE] Eﬁg B’ December 11 Adopt a Family Shopping
Joint with Confirmation Classes
4:30 pm

Gathering at the Church

December 11
] " p December 4 Evening Gathering 7:00 pm
' ) - At the Church
% December 11 Pack the Pew 9:00 am
During Church Service
December 11 Just for Fun & Mission Night 5:00 pm
We Care Shopping & Christmas Party
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Band and Singers becoming "unplugged". The youth learned more about the mem-

bers of this musical ministry, their favorite worship music and their faith jour-
neys. Thanks to praise band and singers for sharing your gift of music and your wit-

ness with our youth and all of us each week!

Mark your calendars!!! Our preschool through kindergarten classes will present their Christmas program on

Sunday, December 18th at 10:30 am. Join us as we prepare for our Savior's birth!

Beginning November 27th we will start a 4 week Advent study entitled "Outside the Box: The Gift that Cannot
Be Contained". This study will be the basis for the worship and sermons during Advent and will also be used by

several Sunday school classes and small groups in our church.

There will be no Sunday school on Sunday, December 25th and Sunday, January Ist.
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Bell Ringing for We Care /
Salvation Army

% Once again this year our church
A will be ringing bells for the Salva-
tion Army which in turn will
benefit We Care. We will be
ringing on Monday evenings from 4:00—8:00
pm Nov. 28, Dec. 5, Dec. 12, and Dec. 19. The
kettles will be at the 2 doors at Wal-Mart. Sign-
up sheets are on the bulletin board.

The Fellowship Vision

Deck Team is busy planning
the Ha”S “Deck the Halls™ for

e A§) ‘(' i Friday December 4.

Join us for this fun all-
church event. We will
start the evening at 6:00 pm with a potluck din-
ner in Fellowship Hall. Crafts and activities will
follow. Please bring a dish to pass. Meat, drinks
and table service will be provided.

Start your Christmas shopping
early. The UMW Mini-Craft
(lerlfs(tma% Bazaar and Bake Sale is De-

' cember 3 & 4 after worship
services in Fellowship Hall.
We will have a variety of handmade items
for sale. Support UMW missions and finish
your shopping, too!

“Outside the Box—The Gift that
Can’t be Contained” Advent study
X, Will be available through many of

" our classes during the week and on
Sundays. This study invites you to
unwrap the story of Jesus’ birth and
4 experience a new Love personified.
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You aren’t looking forward to the approaching holidays. You might even
say you dread being among those who seem to be filled with such joy and
excitement. A sense of loneliness and maybe sadness seems to have settled
upon you. If these statements describe how you are feeling, you aren’t

alone. Many people struggle with not being in the Christmas spirit, feeling
lonely and out of touch with God when others appear to be so happy.

Our Stephen Ministry Team invites you to the “Blue Christmas” Service on Thursday, December 8 at
7 PM in the sanctuary. We will come together as Christian friends in a caring Christmas worship ser-

vice specifically planned for those of us who are feeling “down” or alone. This Christmas may be the
first Christmas you are spending without your loved one or good friend. This “Blue Christmas™ Ser-

vice is an opportunity to feel the peace and comfort that only God can give. Please join us and re-

member you are never alone. God loves you.

Diane Sprole
The Stephen Ministry Team

Sing We Now of Christmas

% Please join us at 3:00 pm on
Sunday, December 11 and cele-

é brate the true reason for the
‘w{? season. Many will share their

musical talents in celebration of

the birth of Jesus our Savior. We
will also be singing some of your favorite Christmas
hymns. Don’t miss this afternoon of joyous
Christmas music.

The Chancel Choir will be present-

ing the Christmas Cantata “Night

of the Father’s Love” on Saturday,
¢ December 17 at 6 pm worship ser-
vice and Sunday,
December 18 at 9 am
worship service.
Stay after the Sunday |
service to see the
Sunday school kids perform their
Christmas Program at 10:30 am.

Christmas
Program

December 24 we will offer two

Christmas Eve worship services. The
z'stmas first service will be at 5 pm and will
. The second
service will be at 9 pm and will be a
traditional candlelight service.

7 There will be a regular
¢ Sunday morning wor-

hr1 m ship service on Decem-
@ St as ber 25 at 9 am.
éerwce




